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MEET  THE  ELDERS 


WEDNESDAY  evening,  October  16th, 
the  S.S.  Neptune's  Car  brought  to 
our  fair  shores,  five  missionaries.  They  had 
a  pleasant,  successful  voyage  and  arrived  in 
the  best  of  health,  filled  with  the  spirit  and 
enthusiasm  for  their  missionary  service. 
We  extend  a  very  hearty  welcome  to  them. . 
Our  sincere  hope  is  that  their  stay  in  this 
goodly  land  shall  be  most  profitable  and 
pleasant.  That  you  may  be  acquainted  with 
each  one,  there  follows  a  brief  sketch  of 
their  lives. 

ELDEH  WILLIAM  I.  POULTEE,  JNR. 

First  of  all  I  would  like  to  introduce  my- 
self:  I'm  Elder  William  Irvin  Poulter,  Jnr. 
from  Wilshire  Ward,  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia. At  this  point  I  would  also  like  to 
mention  that  my  bishop,  the  one  who  was 
responsible  for  me  coming  here,  is  Stan 
Smith,  who  I  am  sure  you  all  know,  and 
who  asked  me  'to  extend  to  you  his  greet- 
ings. John  Dalton,  Ray  Marsh,  the  Back- 
mans,  the  Follands,  Scotty  Whitaker,  and 
many  others  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
working  with  you  here  in  South  Africa  also 
desire  that  I  pass  on  their  hcllos  too.  They 
will  never  forget  you  and  hold  their  ex- 
periences here  the  highliglit  in   their  lives. 

I  was  born  and  raised  for  the  most  part 
in  Utah,  being  born  in  Logan,  Utah,  but 
living  in  Salt  Lake  until  I  was  sixteen, 
when  my  family  moved  to  Los  Angeles. 
There  I  completed  my  college  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  California,  and  in  1941 
was  drafted  in  che  army  just  before  the 
United  States  declared  war.     My  next  four 


years  and  four  months  were  spent  in  the 
infantry  both  in  the  States  and  in  Europe, 
where  I  saw  nine  months  of  action  fi-om  the 
hedgerows  of  Normandy  to  the  link  up  with 
the  Russians  just  a  few  miles  outside  of 
Lerlin. 

After  many  months  of  impatient  waiting 
T  finally  returned  home  last  November  with 
a  solenui  vow  that  I  would  never  leave  my 
home  again.  That  is  what  I  thought! 
When  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  moves  you, 
you  can't  resist.  In  a  short  time  I  wanted 
to  come  on  a  mission  so  badly  that  I  ai^ked 
my  bisliop  if  I  could  be  sent  on  one,  and  by 
June  my  call  came  through  to  South  Africti. 
That  was  one  of  the  most  thrilling  mf)ments 
in  my  life. 

I  had  the  ojiport unity  to  be  married  in 
the  temple  in  Salt  Lake  just  shortly  before 
I  left  home,  and  I  have  hopes  that  my 
wife  will  soon  be  able  to  join  me. 

I  a,m  looking  forward  with  a  great  deal  of 
anaticipation  to  meeting  you  members  in 
South  Africa.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  you.  and  already  the  hospitality  for 
wh'cli  you  are  famed  has  been  showered 
upon  us.  T  humbly  hope  and  pray  that  I 
might  serve  you  and  the  Lord  as  well  as 
those  who  have  been  here  before  me. 

ELDER  KENNETH  L.  KUTTLER. 

Elder  Kenneth  L.  Kuttk-r  was  born  in 
Fort  Woi-th,  Texas,  on  May  29th.  1924.  He 
remained  in  Fort  Worth  until  he  was  13, 
when  his  family  moved  to  Boise.  Idaho.  He 
graduated  from  Boise  High  School  in  1941 
and  attended  Boise  Junior  College  for  one 
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year  following  liis  graduation.  In  the 
summer  of  1942  he  moved  to  tSpringfield, 
Ilhnois,  where  his  parents  now  reside.  Jn 
the  lattei-  half  of  the  summer  of  1942  he 
attended  the  University  of  Illinois  for  one 
quarter,  while  taking  some  work  there  he 
was  employed  at  the  Animal  Pathology 
Laboratory  located  on  the  University 
campus. 

In  the  fall  of  1942  he  enrolled  at  the 
Colorado  State  College  of  Agriculture 
and  Mechanical  Arts,  located  in  Fort  Col- 
lins, Colorado,  majoring  in  pre-veterinarv 
courses.  The  following  semester  he  entered 
the  Veterinary  School  located  at  Fort 
Collin.  In  Veterinary  School  he  met 
Norman  S.  Howells,  a  former  missionary  to 
South  Africa,  with  whom  he  became  very 
closely  associated,  being  in  the  same  class. 
Dr.  Howells  is  now  practising  veterinary 
medicine  in  Preston,  Idaho. 

Elder  Kuttler  enlisted  in  the  Army  Re- 
serve Corps  in  the  spring  of  1943  and  was 
inducted  into  the  army  in  June,  1943.  He 
was  assigned  to  the  Army  Specialised  Train- 
ing Corps,  in  which  he  continued  his 
veterinary  training..  In  August,  1944,  he 
received  his  honourable  discharge  from  the 
army.  He  graduated  in  August,  1945  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Veterinary  Medicine. 

Immediately  following  his  graduation  he 
went  into  .private  practice  in  Illinois,  which 
occupation  he  followed  till  March,  1946, 
when  he  entered  the  Government  service  in 
the  capacity  of  a  veterinary  meat  inspector. 

He  received  his  call  to  go  on  a  luission  in 
July  to  the  South  African  Mission.  He  has 
expressed  his  gratitude  of  being  blessed  in 
that  he  was  found  worthy  of  having  been 
called  on  this  mission  and  asks  the  prayers 
of  all  in  his  behalf  that  he  might  be  capable 
of  fulfilling  his  duties  in  a  pleasing  and 
acceptable  manner  before  the  Lord. 

ELDER  ALLEN  C.  ROZSA. 

Elder  Eozsa  made  his  first  appearance  in 
this  wonderful  world  on  the  4th  day  of 
August,  1924,  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 
U.S.A.  He  spent  his  first  eighteen  years 
going  to  school  in  the  same  city.  He  then 
attended  the  Utah  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege in  Logan,  Utah,  where  he  studied  en- 
gineering. 

After  a  semester  at  the  college  he  re- 
turned to  Los  Angeles  where  he  joined  the 
United   States   Army   Air  Force.      He   had 


always  been  extremely  interested  in  aviation 
so  he  went  into  cadet  training  to  become 
an  army  pilot.  Ho  graduated  as  a  second 
lieutenant  and  became  a  pilot  of  a  B-24 
Liberator.  He  served  with  the  Fifteenth 
Air  Force  in  Italy  for  the  last  seven  moriths 
of  the  war  in  Europe.  He  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant  while  over- 
seas. He  returned  home  at  the  close  of  the 
war  and  was  released  a  few  months  later. 

He  then  attended  the  University  of 
Southern  California  for  a  year  before  coming 
on  his  mission  to  South  Africa.  While  in 
college  he  continued  with  his  studies  in 
engineering. 

Elder  Eozsa  comes  from  the  same  ward 
of  the  church  in  Los  Angeles  as  does  Elder 
Poulter.  Both  are  very  well  acquainted 
with  ex-South  African  missionaries  Stan- 
ford Gr.  Smith,  John  Dalton,  Ray  ]\Iarsh, 
Scotty  M.  Whitaker,  R.  E.  Folland  and 
King  Udall  before  his  death.  Elder  Rozsa 
said  that  all  of  these  ex-missionaries  and 
their  families  send  their  love  and  their  most 
fond  wishes  to  all  the  saints  here  in  South 
Africa'. 

Elder  Rozsa  has  been  active  in  the  church 
and  has  a  testiinony  of  the  trueness  and 
great  value  of  this  glorious  gospel.  He  ex- 
presses his  love  for  all  the  saints  that  he 
has  met  here  and  is  filled  with  much  happi- 
ness through  his  associations  with  them. 

His  humble  prayer  is  that  the  Lord  will 
be  with  him  throughout  his  labours  here 
and  that  He  will  help  him  to  magnify  his 
calling  and  be  instrumental  in  bringing 
about  the  salvation  of  some  of  our  Father's 
children. 

ELDER  ALVIN  0.  PRICE. 

Elder  Alvin  0.  Price  was  born  on  the  7th 
day  of  March,  1925,  in  Tucson,  Arizona, 
U.S.A.  He  attended  public  schools  in 
Tucson  until  June,  1943,  when  he  was  called 
into  the  service  of  the  U.S.  Army. 

He  attended  Aircraft  Mechanics  School  in 
Kessler  Field,  ^Mississippi,  and  served  as  a 
mechanic,  until  his  release.  He  was  sent  to 
England  in  June,  1944,  where  he  was 
stationed  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war  in 
Europe.  He  was  discharged  from  the  army 
in  November,  1945,  and  worked  at  a  feed 
store  till  his  mission  call. 

He  w'as  born  and  raised  in  the  Church 
and  has  been  an  active  participant  in  the 
(Continued  on  page  134.) 
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And  I  Seal  Up  These  Records" 


"  Hidden  away  in  a  hill  is  a  book,  written 
upon  gold  plates."  The  Angel  Moroni 
looked  at  the  lad,  Joseph,  sitting  alertly  in 
the  wide  bed,  listening  so  intently  to  the 
inspiring  revelations  that  were  being  placed 
before  him.  As  his  words  filled  the  room, 
Moroni,  with  his  mind's  eye,  could  vision 
so  distinctly  and  clearly  the  morning  when 
he,  himself,  had  buried  the  plates.  In- 
stantly the  whole  series  of  events  concern- 
ing these  saci'ed  records  flashed  through  his 
mind. 

His  thoughts  sped  swiftly  backward  to  his 
childhood.  Moroni  had  been  born  in  perilous 
days.  The  battle  with  the  Lamanites  had 
been  raging  on  and  off  for  15  years.  IJecause 
of  the  wickedness  of  the  people,  the  Lama- 
nites were  steadily  pushing  his  people,  the 
Nephites,  further  to  the  north. 

The  war  had  concerned  him  very  per- 
sonally, for  wasn't  his  father  the  leader  of 
their  armies,  being  in  a  position  of  leader- 
ship since  he  was  a  boy  of  16.  Moroni  had 
not  known  his  father  personally  until  he 
was  quite  a  young  man.  The  battle  raged 
even  to  the  land  of  Jason,  near  where  the 
records  of  Ammai'on  had  been  "deposited 
unto  the  Lord,  that  they  be  not  destroyed. 
Mormon,  his  father,  having  been  charged 
with  the  care  of  the  records,  took  them  so 
as  to  be  able  to  continue  the  history  of  the 
people  of  his  time.  The  Lamanites  con- 
tinued to  push  the  JSTephites  back,  until  they 
had  come  to  the  land  called  iShem  in  the 
north.  Here  a  stand  had  been  made;  the 
Nephites  held  strong,  but  did  not  boast  in 
themselves.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  did 
not  abide  in  them.  When  ]\Ioroni  was 
about  10  years  old  a  treaty  of  peace  had 
been  signed — and  shortly  afterwards  Mor- 
jnon  had  come  home. 

Moroni  had  never  forgotten  that  day 
when  for  the  fii'st  time  he  had  come  into 
the  presence  "of  his  father.  The  tall,  well- 
bronzed  figure  of  the  leader  of  the  Nephite 
armies  seemed  to  fill  the  room  as  Moroni 
tried  to  overcome  the  shyness  that  gripped 
him.  But  Mormon,  so  efficient  upon  the 
battlefield,  was  also  capable  of  this  situa- 
tion. Within  a  few  moments  the  beginning 
of  a  very  close  father-and-son  relationship 


was  in  the  making. 

To  have  Mormon  at  honiu  lu  a.-^k  oiuiicil, 
seek  advise,  and  just  to  be  with,  was  a 
w(jn<l(^rful  experience  for  Moroni.  The  char- 
acter of  the  father  began  to  shape  the  small 
twig  of  his  son's  future  for  by  examples  of 
righteous  living,  obedience  and  respect 
for  God's  commands,  Mormon  led  the  way. 

One  day,  several  years  latei-,  Moroni  luid 
grown  weary  of  pursuing  the  course  of  his 
own  making.  He  wished  for  the  influence 
of  .Mormon.  Seeking  his  father  he  crossed 
the  hall  and  knocked  softly  upon  the  door 
of  his  father's  library. 

Yes,"  the  deep-toned  voice  of  Mormon 
responded. 

■■  It  is  Moroni,  father,"  the  boy  replied. 

May  I  come  in?"  "  Of  course,  my  son, 
do,"  came  the  desired  invitation. 

Moroni  swiftly  opened  the  door,  stepped 
into  the  spacious,  cool  atmosphere  which 
always  prevailed  in  this,  his  favourite  room. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  promise  of  wealth  of 
knowledge  and  wisdom  that  the  room  held 
in  store  for  him,  or  perhaps  it  had  seemed 
to  bring  an  almost  tangible  contact  witli 
his  father  during  those  long  years  when 
Mormon  had  been  a  legend. 

As  he  shut  the  door  behind-  him  and 
glanced  at  the  large  desk  where  his  father 
was  seated,  he  noticed  a  large  book  of  plates 
which  appeared  to  be  of  shining  gold.  His 
father  rose  as  Moroni  entered,  and  in  answer 
to  the  unspoken  question  written  on  his 
son's  face,  Mormon  said,  "  My  son,  I  per- 
ceive these  plates  have  brought  questions 
to  your  mind.  Before  asking  any  of  them. 
join  me  on  the  lounge,  and  I  shall  reveal  to 
you  the  history  of  our  people.  Listen  care- 
fully, and  remember  the  things  I  say  to 
you,  for  you  shall  be  called  to  responsible 
duties  closely  concerned  with  all  T  shall  tell 
you  here  this  afternoon." 

And  so  Mormon  began  the  history  of  tlie 
inhabitants  of  the  American  Continent.  He 
told  of  the  escape  from  Jerusalem  by  Lehi 
and  his  family,  and  how  with  a  few  other 
people,  they  crossed  a  vast  expanse  of 
water  in  submarine-like  barges.  From  this 
point  he  told  all  the  ha])penings  of  tlie 
people  as  the\-  were  recorded  on  the  plates 
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whicli  wore  on  his  desk.  Moroni  sat  en- 
raptured in  the  tale  of  events,  listening 
earefuliy  and  seriously.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  interview  Mormon  gave  his  instruc- 
tions to  Moroni. 

"  My  son,"  he  said,  "  these  are  perilous 
limes.  The  scriptures  are  about  to  be  ful- 
filled wherein  the  Lord  will  utterly  destroy 
this  people  because  of  their  unbelief.  You 
will  witness  the  Lord's  judgment  upon  this 
people.  The  records  must  be  kept  by  one 
of  us  until  the  Lord  shows  us  the  time  and 
place  to  dispose  of  them  into  his  care  and 
keeping.  If  1  am  killed  in  battle  it  will  be 
up  to  you  to  complete  the  record.  Be  dili- 
gent in  pursuing  this  and  all  your  responsi- 
bilities to  God,  and  seek  counsel  in  the 
Lord." 

The  years  sped  on  quickly,  and  the 
Lamanites  came  against  the  Nephites  once 
more  in  battle.  When  Mormon  saw  that 
the  Lamanites  were  about  to  overthrow  the 
land  of  the  Nephites,  he  took  the  record 
left  in  his  keeping  and  hid  it  in  the  land 
of  Slieni. 

The  Lamanites  continued  to  push  the 
Nephites  farther  north,  killing  and  plunder- 
ing all  before  them.  It  was  380  years  after 
the  death  of  Christ  when  the  Nephites  made 
a  bold  stand— only  to  be  beaten  and  driven 
relentlessly  back,  ever  towards  the  north- 
land.  Mormon  had  then  written  to  the 
king  of  the  Lamanites  asking  for  a  few- 
months  grace  in  which  to  gather  all  the 
remaining  remnants  of  his  people  unto  the 
land  called  Cumorah,  by  the  Hill  Cumorah. 
The  land  here  was  indeed  beautiful.  Green 
forests,  sparkling  blue  lakes,  clear  streams 
bubbled  playfully  along  their  merry  course. 
Yes,  perhaps  in  this  beautiful  spot  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Nephites  should  make  a  last 
stand — and  be  utterly  destroyed. 

The  King  had  granted  this  request  and 
140,000  strong  the  Nephites  gathered  in  the 
land  of  Cumorah — pitched  their  tents.  Mor- 
mon had  written  the  last  few  years'  happen- 
ings upon  some  plates  and  had  placed  them 
in  the  Hill  Cumorah,  save  a  few  which  he 
gave  to  Moroni,  so  that  he  should  be  able 
to  complete  the  history  of  the  people  and 
bear  record  to  the  word  of  God. 

The  people  had  waifed,  unt  J  one  day  they 
saw  the  armies  of  the'  Lamanites  marching 
towards  them  ni  the  greatness  of  their  num- 


bers. Terror  and  panic  beyond  comprehen- 
sion filled  the  heart  of  every  soul,  "  and 
vvitii  that  awful  fear  of  death  which  fills  the 
breasts  of  all  the  wicked  did  they  wait  to 
leceive  the  Lamanites." 

The  clash  of  the  two  armies  had  been 
like  unto  thunder,  rolling  continuously, 
never  ceasmg,  ever  increasing  in  intensity 
and  volume.  The  battlefield  was  a  dismal 
and  horrible  place  to  be  that  day.  The 
battle  continued  to  rage  until  none  but 
Moroni  had  remained.  He  had  surveyed ' 
the  land,  covered  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
see,  with  flesh  and  bone  left  to  molder, 
crumble  and  return  to  Mother  Earth. 

Moroni  had  completed  the  plates,  so  care- 
fully preserved  ever  since  he  had  received 
them  from  his  father  until  this  time,  then 
had  placed  them  in  the  Hill  Cumorah  and 
sealed  them  up. 

Now  as  the  Angel  Moroni  stood  looking 
at  Joseph  he  remembered  clearly  some  of 
the  words  he  had  written  to  this  extent. 
"  And  blessed  be  he  that  shall  bring  this 
thing  to  light,  for  it  shall  be  brought  out 
of  the  earth  and  it  shall  shine  forth  out  of 
the  darkness,  and  come  unto  the  knowledge 
of  the  people,  and  it  shall  be  done  by  the 
power  of  God." 

And  so,  as  INIoroni  continued  his  histruc- 
tions  to  Joseph,  he  said,  "  Hidden  away  in 
a  hill  is  a  book,  written  upon  gold  plates, 
which  shall  come  forth  out  of  the  darkness 
to  bring  the  world  into  the  brilliant  light 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  shall  re- 
deem mankind  in  the  sight  of  God  in  this, 
the  last  dispensation.  You  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  bringing  them  forth — to  guard 
with  your  life,  Joseph,  that  the  world, 
through  Him,  might  trulv  be  saved." 

■ HELEN  SHAEP. 

The  Book  of  Mormon From  page  132. 

Mormon  refugees  and  colonists  left  the 
Mediterranean  world  and  migrated  to 
America.  This  record  giving  dates  but  not 
modern  place  names  for  these  peoples  was 
strikingly  different  from  any '  contemporary 
speculations.  It  was  published  in  1830, 
eleven  years  before  the  w^ork  of  Stephens 
and  Cathei'wood  w^hich  later  led  to  serious 
study  of  civilisations  which  flourished  on 
the  American  continent  many  centuries 
before  the  late  Inca  and  Aztec  civilisations 
which  the  Spaniards  found. 
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The  Book  of  Mormon- 
Message  and  Evidences 

By  Dr.  FRANKLIN  S,  HARRIS,  Jr. 

Origin  of  The  American  Indians 

.  Address  delivered  Sunday,   Auyust   11,   104(i,  <ii  U  p.m.,  uvcr  Radio  Station  KSL. 


DUKING  its  116  years  of  history  since 
publication  in  1830,  the  Book  of  Mor- 
iiHjn  has  been  much  discussed  because  of 
tlie  tln-ee  migrations  it  describes  as  going 
from  the  Old  World  to  the  New.  Much  of 
the  comment  has,  however,  been  made 
witliout  reading  either  the  book  or  even 
its  title  page.  Bruce  Kinney  in  Moronism 
tlie  Islam  of  America,  said  in  1912,  p.  66: 

"  According  to  the  Book  of  Mormon,  the 
Nephites  and  Lamanites  were  originally 
all  Jews." 

And  the  scholar.  Dr.  Allen  H.  Godbey, 
in  his  heavily  documented  book,  Tlie  Lost 
Tribes  a  Myth  (1930),  p.  2,  interchanges 
tlie  last  two  historians  of  the  book  father 
and  son,  calling  Mormon  Moroni  and  vice 
versa  and  refers  to  the  wanderings  of  the 
"  Lost  Tribes." 

Who  were  the  Book  of  Mormon' peoples  ? 

The  oldest  group  called  the  Jeredites  left 
llio  Near  East  just  after  the  Tower  of  Babel 
incident  and  were  pretty  well  destroyed  by 
civil  war  perhaps  by  about  600  B.C.  (Ether 
1:23,  13:21;  Omni  1:21-22.)  The  second 
group  was  led  to  America  by  a  prophet 
Lehi,  who  w:ith  others  had  in  vain  been 
warning  King  Zedekiah  in  Palestine.  (IT 
Chronicles  30:15,  16.)  Lehi  (I  Nephi  5:14) 
was  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh  and  others  in 
his  party  were  of  Ephraim.  (Contributor 
17,  425.  1896.) 

At  tlie  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by 
Nebuchadnezzar  (586  B.C.),  Zedekiah 's 
daughters  fled  to  Egypt  (Jer.  43:5-7);  W^ 
F.  Pctric,  Egypt  and  Israel  (1023),  pp.  84- 
5,  88-90)  A  son  of  Zedekiah,  referred  to  as 
Mulek,  witli  others  escaped  also  and  finally 
migrated  to  America.  He  would  liave  been 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  "After  about  three 
liundrcd  years  the  moi'e  civilized  part  of 
the  Lehi  colony  called  the  Nephites  joined 
with  the  ]\Iiileldtes,  but  were  eventually 
largely  destroyed  by  the  other  part  of  the 


Lehi  colonv,  called  the  Lamanites  about 
420  A.D.     ' 

Civili?:atiuns  of  Xephi  and  Mulek. 

The  civilizations  of  Nejihi  and  Mulek  we 
should  understand  from  the  dates  given  m 
the  book  would  be  about  the  same  time  as 
the  J^ritons  and  Romans  were  in  Great 
Jjiitain.  In  looking  for  these  civilizations 
in  America  we  are  faced  with  the  lack  of  a 
positive  dating  system  for  the  ancient 
American  civilizations.  The  Maya  calendar, 
for  example,  has  been  correlated' with  the 
Christian  calendar  by  different  scholars, 
witli  a  maximum  difference  of  780  years. 
To  dramatize  this  difference,  it  is  the  same 
as  saying  for  our  civilization  that  some 
future  historian  would  not  know  at  what 
time  Columbus  discovered  America  between 
William  the  Conqueror,  1006  A.]).,  and  the 
Pioneers  arriving  in  Utah  in  1847.  We  may 
get  an  idea  about  the  a[)proximate  times  of 
various  ancient  American  civilizations  by 
examining  a  chart  such  as  in  the  recent  ex- 
cellent book. by  G.  C.  Vaillant,  Aztecs 'of 
MexRico  (1941),  pages  26  and  27. 

Land  of  Jerusalem. 

Where  did  the  Book  of  Mormon  peoi)les 
live  ?  The   Nephites   always   referred   to 

their  liomeland  as  "  the  land  of  Jerusa- 
lem," but  in  America,  of  course,  they  did 
not  use  any  of  the  modern  geographical 
terms.  The  geography  in  the  book  is  per- 
fectly self-consistent,  but  it  makes  no  cor- 
relation with  modern  map  names.  Geog- 
raphy is  incidental  in  the  book.  George  Q. 
Cannon  in  1890  said  (Juvenile  Instructor, 
25.  18-19)  "  without  further  information  " 
a  map  with  a  correlation  of  tlie  Book  of 
Mormon  geography  with  modern  ge<")graphy 
could  not  be  relied  on.  And  the  late  Presi- 
dent Anthony  W.  Ivins  in  1929  {Conference 
Reports,  April,  1929,  pp.  15-16)  said: 

"  There    has   never   been   anytJtiny    yet 
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set  forth  that  definitely  settles  the  ques- 
tion.      So  the   Church  says  we  are  just 
waiting  until  we  discover  the  truth.       AU 
kinds  of  theoric*i  have  been  advanced." 
The   liuok  of  Alorniozi   then   is  not  suit- 
able, at  present,  for  an  explorer's  guide  in 
looking    lor    cities,    either    by    the    ttmith- 
soniims   Institution   or   other   organizations 
until  we  have  more  information  from  the 
ruins  to  make  a  correlation  possible. 

In  the  same  talk  President  Ivins  also 
said : 

"  It  {the  Book  of  Mormon)  does  not 
tell  us  that  no  one  was  here  before  them 
{the  Book  of  Mormon  peoples).  It  does 
not  tell  us  that  people  did  not  come 
after." 

What  have  been  and  are  the  theories  of 
origin  of  the  pre-Columbian  peoples  in 
America '? 

In  both  North  and  South  America  the 
early  colonists  were  members  of  Cliristian 
churches  and  firm  believers  in  the  Bible. 
The  account  for  the  first  two  and  a  half 
centuries  are  largely  filled  with  Scripture 
and  deductive  reasoning,  coupled  with  the 
observations  of  travellers  and  some  mis- 
sionaries as  to  where  in  the  Biblical  fami- 
lies the  American  aborigines  should  be 
placed.  There  is  scarcely  a  race  which 
someone  has  not  thought  had  soixie  con- 
nection with  America,  from  the  Poly- 
nesians, and  Chinese,  to  Phoenicia,  Israel, 
to  the  Irish  aind  Welsh.  To  many  students 
of  the  Scriptures  the  Lost  Ten  Tribes  of 
Israel  appeared  an  attractive  solution  and 
this  theory  and  a  similar  one  of  Jewish 
origin,  atti-acted  supporters  early,  such  as 
Ltas  Casas  (1556)  and  Father  Duran  (1585) 
and  have  continued  to  do  so. 
Theories  Rampant. 
Theories  were  rampant  at  the  time 
Joseph  Smith  was  translating  the  Book  of 
Mormon  just  before  1830.  The  more 
careful  analysis  of  the  peoples  in  early 
America  can  be  gained  by  examining  J. 
C.  Pritchard's  Bescarchcs  Into  the  Physical 
History  of  Mankind,  the  second  edition  of 
the  three  volumes  being  published  in  Lon- 
don, 1826.  There  were  a  number  of  books 
published  during  this  period  giving  Jewish 
or  Lost  Ten  Tribes  evidences,  such  as 
Boudinot's  Star  of  the  West,  in  1816; 
Ethan    Smith's     Views    of    the    Hebrews, 


182^;  W'orsley's  Views  of  the  American 
Indians,  1828;  and  Barabara  Anne  Simon's 
Hope  of  Israel,  1829.  By  far  the  best 
of  all  l)()(jks  of  this  type,  however,  was 
Adair's  Htslory  of  the  Ainerican  Indians, 
published  in   1775.  These  were  not  un- 

popular views  at  that  time,  particularly  for 
the  clergy.  Proponents  of  other  theories 
did  not  agree,  of  course,  and  there  were 
such  books  as  Jarvis'  Discourse  on  the 
Religion  of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  North 
America  of  1821,  which  argued  against 
language  and  other  Israelite  similarities. 

Some  have  su|)posed  that  Joseph  Smith 
might  have  obtained  inspiration  and  evi- 
dence from  reading  some  of  these  books  just 
mentioned.  B.  H.  Roberts  shortly  before 
his  death  drew  up  a  list  of  all  possible  Book 
of  ^Mormon  parallels  with  Ethan  Smith's 
Views  of  the  Hebrews.  Reading  over  his 
list  of  parallels  a  few  days  ago.  disclosed  it 
to  be  lacking  in  any  real  content.  The  im- 
pression gained  by  reading  Ethan  Smith's 
book  a  few  years  ago  that  it  is  just  the  sort 
of  book  that  any  New  England  minister 
might  write  who  was  interested  in  the 
restoration  of  Judah  and  Israel  was  not 
changed.  Ethan  Smith  quotes  the  same 
old  arguments  from  Boudinot  and  Adair. 
Religious  History  of  Israelites. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  in  contrast  tells  its 
story,  it  doesn't  argue  about  the  origin  of 
its  peoples.  It  is  neither  a  romance,  nor 
an  account  of  the  Lost  Ten  Tribes,  but  a 
religious  history  of  Israelites  in  very  ancient 
America,  of  a  period  about  which  not  a 
great  deal  is  yet  known,  and  but  little  in- 
formation suspected  in  that  day.  Practi- 
cally all  the  now  known  manuscripts  were 
made  available  to  scholars  and  general 
reader  after  1831,  for  example,  that  of 
Ixthlilxochitl,  published  in  the  Spanish 
language,  in  1848,  and  not  yet  in  England, 
or  the  Popol  Vuh  or  Chilam.  Balam  or 
Torquemada.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Joseph 
Smith  was  not  a  Bancroft  with  a  corps  of 
secretaries  and  translators  to  help  him.  Few 
scholars  to-day  can  read  the  literature  in 
the  seven  or  more  languages  in  which  the 
American  aborigines  are  discussed.  Joseph 
Smith,  from  all  accounts,  had  to  work  hard 
to  earn  a  living,  and  even  if  he  had  had 
access  to  such  limited  information  as  was 
then     available,     which     has     never    been 
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proved,  the  Book  of  Mormon  with  its  com- 
plex, intricate,  consistent  structure  still  was 
entirely  different  than  the  available  books 
in  language,  diction,  i)urposu  and  content. 
A.  ]i.  i'rench,  writing  m  181)2,  in  Ulcan- 
iiujs  Fioin  the  Hostium,  concluded: 

JosepJi  Smith  revealed  to  the  world, 
over  sixty  years  ago^  historical  and 
seientijic  truths  tltat  every  research  of  the 
modern  arcJiacoloyist  lias  tended  to  con- 
firm. .  .  ..  Ronember  that  at  the  date  of 
Joseph  Sniith's  revelations  notliing  was 
known  of  the  extensive  ruins  in  Central 
America.  The  explorer  had  not  then 

penetrated  the.  great  tropical  forests  to 
learn  of  this  decayed  civilization.  An  un- 
lettered boy  tells  of  a  great  civilization 
that  had  faded  away  viore  than  2,000 
years  ago.  How  came  lie  to  know  of  the 
ruins  in  Central  America'^  .  .  .  Joseph 
Smith  was  an  ignorant  boy,  and  not  a 
learned  and  cultured  man,  when  he  began 
his  revelations,  but  he  anticipated  science 
and  led  the  luay. " 

Following  the  publication  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  in  1830  the  publications  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
in  presenting  and  explaining  the  Book  of 
Mormon  quoted  from  books  and  other 
periodicals  to  show  that  there  -had  been 
great  civilizations  in  America,  and  that 
there  was  evidence  of  Israelitish  origin. 
TJic  Evening  and  Morning  Star  of  Feb., 
1833,  quotes  a  letter  from  Lt.-Col.  Ualindo 
from  Central  America,  and  Times  and 
Seasons  of  June  1,  1842  (3,  813-4),  for 
example,  quotes  from  Priest's  Arnerica)i 
Antiquities  of  1833,  which  in  turn  quotes 
from  Ethan  Smith.  Apparently  Ethan 
Smith  was  not  knt)wn  and  available  or  they 
would  not  have  had  to  quote  him  second- 
hand. 

In  a  volume  entitled  Los  Mayas  An- 
tiguos,  published  in  1941,  Dr.  Alfred  M. 
Tozzer  writes,  pp.  55,  35 : 

",  From  the  delightful  descriptions  of 
Stephen  aided  by  {he  faithful  pencil  of 
Catherwood,  we  learn  for  the  first  time 
of  the  magnitude  and.  the  magnificence 
of  the  Maya  civilization,"  and  that 
Stephens  has  been  termed  quite  cor- 
rectly "  the  father  of  tlic  Maya  "  and 
"  discoverer  of  the  Maya  culture." 
This    volume    was     published    in     com- 


memoration of  the  100  years  since  the 
second  exploration  of  Stephens  and  Cath- 
erwood in  1841.  Stephens  published  his 
two  volume.  Incidents  of  Travel  in  Yuca- 
Ian,  in  1841,  and  his  two  volume.  Incidents 
of  Travel  in  Central  America,  Chiapas,  and 
Yucatan,  in  1843.  The  history  of  the  de- 
velopment of  the  knowledge  of  this  Central 
American  area  is  given  by  Palacios  in  the 
same  anniversary  volume.  Since  Stephens' 
explorations  over  two  hundred  stone  cities 
have  been  found  and  chartered,  in  Yuca- 
tan, Guatemala,  Honduras  and  southern 
Mexico,  and  with  related  sites  they  amount 
to  over  four  thousand  sites,  more  than  the 
total  number  in  all  tlie  ancient  Greek 
world  ! 

Incontrovertible  Testimony. 
Considerable  sections  from  Stephens' 
books  were  soon  published  in  the  Times  and 
Seasons  with  such  conunents  as  "  who 
could  have  dreamed  that  twelve  years  would 
have  developed  such  incontrovertible  testi- 
mony to  the  Book  of  Mormon?"  (3,  916, 
September  15,  1842)  and,  that  Stephens  had 
proved  one  important  fact,  which  had 
been  disputed  by  many  of  our  sages ;  that 
America  had  once  been  peopled  by  a  highly 
polished,  civilised  and  scientific  race,  with 
whom  the  present  aborigines  could  not  com- 
pare. This  is  a  work  that  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  Latter-day  Saint;  cor- 
roborating, as  it  does  the  history  of  the 
Book  of  JNIoi-mon.  There  is  no  stronger  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  of  the  authenticity  of 
the  latter  book,  can  be  given  than  that  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Stephens'  works."  (4,  346, 
October  1,  1843). 

Charles  Thompson,  in  his  book  Evidences 
in  Proof  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  of  1841. 
draws  on  Stephens'  books  and  Catherwood 's 
lectures  for  an  appendix  called  "  More  Evi- 
dences in  Proof  of  the  Book  of  Mormon." 
In  1844,  William  Smith,  brother  of  Joseph 
Smith,  wrote.  Times  and  Season.<i.  5,  755, 
December  15,  1844: 

"  These  discoveries,  made  by  these 
men.  (Stcpliens  and  Catherwood)  which 
arc  truly  great  and  confirmatory  of  the 
truth  of  the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  the 
inspiration  of  the  Prophet  Joscpli,  iccrc 
made  since  this  book  wa^  found  and  pub- 
lished to  the  world  in  1830  .  .  .  Joseph 
was    but   a   youth   at   this   time,    without 
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any  possible  means  of  knoiving,   as   men 

naturaUy  know  of  these   things — a  mere 

plough  boy  at  the  age  of  17.21  and  22; 

he    never    had    the    aid    of   '  government 

friends,'   or   wealthy   parents,    the   means 

to  climb  the  Alpine  mountains  of  the  east 

— to  traverse  the  Holy  Land,  and.  (^to)  in 

Central   America,    stand   and   gaze   upon 

the    richly   irrought   pyramids,   and   loith 

wonder   a)id    ama;:ement    exclaim   tvhose 

hands  have   laid   these   cities  and  reared 

these  mighty  monuments?  ..." 

Prescott  published  his  Conquest  of  Mexico 

1843,  and  N.  C.  Nelson  in  Science,  January 

22,   19937,   (85,  81)  says  that  it  was  "  not 

until  past   the   middle  of  the  last  century 

that     the     inquiry     became     a     recognised 

science,"  referring  to  archaeology,  and  that 

no    jilanned    excavations    were    undertaken 

until  1875. 

Suviinary  of  Theories. 
The  theories  and  fantastic  ideas  of  the 
later  nineteenth  century  lead  to  a  strong 
reaction  against  dilettante  ideas  resulting  in 
ultra-conservatism,  lead  by  such  men  as 
Brinton,  later  Seler,  Bowditch,  Schellhas, 
Sapir,  Spinden  and  others,  with  a  denial  of 
any  cultural  influences  from  the  Old  World. 
For  a  detailed  summary  of  theories,  Ban- 
croft in  Native  Races,  Volume  5,  covers. up 
to  1875,  and  H.  Alvah  Fitzgerald,  in  a 
thesis  at  Brigham  Young  University,  Pro-, 
gressivc  Opinion  of  the  Origin  and  Antiquity 
of  the  American  Indian,  (1930),  to  about 
twenty  years  ago. 

Later  there  was  a  moderation  in  the  ex- 
treme conservatism,  which  Leonhard  Adam 
said,   in   speaking  of   ancient  America   and 
the    Old    World,     {Wiener    Beitraege    Zur 
Kunst-inul  Kulturgeschichte,   5,  40  (1931): 
"  The  young  ethnologist  who  a  genera- 
tion ago  had  dared,  on  the  basis  of  a  few 
parallels,    to    assume    crdtural    relations, 
ivoidd  not  have   been   taken  seriously  by 
his   teacher   but  warned   to   protect   him- 
self from  such  fantastic  thoughts." 
W^hat  is  the  modern  view  of  the  origin  of 
.the     American     Indian?      Three     excellent 
modern    books    which    discuss    Old    World 
origins  of  people  and  culture  are  :   E.  Nor- 
denskiold.  Origin  of  the  Indian  Civilisations 
of  Sottth  America,  Goeteborg,   1931-  Rivet 
TjCS      Origines     de     Ij'Homme     Americain, 
Montreal,  1943;  and  Martinez  del  Eio,  Los 


Origenes  Americanos,  Mexico,  1943.  The 
usual  view  is  that  the  American  Indian 
came  over  Bering  Straits  a  long  time  ago 
and  developed  almost  jill  his  culture  in 
America,  with  perhaps  some  elements  com- 
ing from  Polynesia  or  elsewhere  evidences 
for  which  are  given  in  the  three  books  just 
named. 

Many  voyages  anciently  and  in  modern 
times  have  been  made  across  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific.  Columbus  on  his  second  voy- 
age saw  on  the  island  of  Guadaloupe  the 
stern-post  of  a  vessel  supposed  to  have  been 
the  fragment  of  some  unknown  ship  that 
had  drifted  across  the  Atlantic.  (Short, 
North  American  of  Antiqxiity,  p.  506).  Two 
modern  books  have  many  stories"  of  long 
and  early  voyages  such  as  Japanese  junks 
being  blown  or  drifting  across  the  Pacific  to 
the  Coast  of  Mexico.  Elsdon  Best,  Poly- 
nesian Voyagers,  1923,  and  C.  Daryll  Forde 
Ancient  Mariners,  1927.  The  latter  book 
also  gives  siinilarities  in  boat  design  in  Old 
and  New  Worlds. 

Original  Colonisation. 
Karl  Sapper  in  an  article  in  Forschungen 
und  Fortschritte,  November  1,  1939,  p.  381, 
discusses  the  original  colonisation  and  diffi- 
culties of  rapid  tropical  travel  and  migra- 
tion and  says : 

"It  is  certain  that  post-Glacial  immi- 
grants of  culturally  advanced  Indians  fol- 
lowed in  boats." 

There  is  a  multiplicity  of  different  cul- 
tural and  racial  elements  and  migrations  in 
the  origin  of  the  American  Indian.  They 
did  not  all  come  at  the  same  time,  the 
Eskimo,  for  example,  is  probably  a  re- 
latively recent  arrival. 

Zelia  Nuttall,  wrote  in  1901,  in  The 
Fundamental,  Principles  of  Old  and  New 
World  Civilisations,  Peabody  Museum 
Papers,  Volunle  2,  pages  546-547: 

The  conditions  ivhich  existed  and 
survive  amongst  the  aborigines  of  A^nerica 
vwidd  be  fully  accounted  for  by  the 
assumption  that  they  received  certain 
eletnents  of  cidture  and  civilisation  from 
Mediterranean  seafarers  who,  at  ividely 
separated,  critical  periods  of  Old  World, 
history,  may  have  transported  refugees 
and  ivould-be  colonists  ..." 
These  were  the  reasons  the  Book  of 
(Continued  on  page  128.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

December,   1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

Purify  our  hearts,  our  Saviour, 
Let  us  go  not  far  astray, 
That  we  may  be  counted  worthy 
Of  Thy  Spirit,  clay  by  day. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

"  For  thou  hast  dehverey  my  sold  from 
death :  wilt  not  thou  deliver  my  feet  fi'om 
falling,  that  I  may  walk  before  God  in  the 
light  of  the  living?" 

Psalms  56 :   13. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

"  Take  fast  hold  of  uistruction;  let  her 
not  go:  keep  her;  for  she  is  thy  life." 

Proverbs  4 :   13. 

SENIORS. 

"  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the  temple 
of  God,  and  tlint  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth 
in  you?" 

1  Cor.  8:  16. 

JUNIORS. 

"  For  by  grace  are  ye  saved  tin-ough  faith ; 
and  that  not  of  yourselves;  it  is  the  gift 
of  God." 

Ephesians  2 :   8. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

"  Yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation." 

Habakkuk  3 :   18. 

PRIMARY. 

High  in  Heav'n  above  us, 
Where  the  angels. dwell, 
God  will  ever  love  us. 
If  we  serve  Him  well." 

KINDERGARTEN 

On  your  gentle  mother's  knee, 
.'     You  wore  once  a  child  like  me. 
When  I'm  good  I  feel  you  near — 
Jesus,  loving  Saviour  dear. 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
October,    1946 

"GOOD  TEMPER" 

\A/11]']\  Solomon  said,  "  He  that  is  slow 
'  ^  to  anger  is  better  than  the  miglitx  ; 
and  he  that  ruleth  his  spirit  than  he  thai 
taketh  a  city"  (Prov.  16:  32)  he  was 
visioning  the  potential  strength  of  justice 
and  personel  discipline.  A  triumph  over 
the  spirit  strengthens  tiie  soul,  but  to  sub- 
due a  city  adds  nothing  to  a  man's  moral 
virtue.  Few  men  have  occasion  to  van- 
quish a  city  but  to  every  man  is  given  the 
opportunity  to  conquer  the  wrath  of  his 
spirit. 

Almost  daily  we  come  in  contact  with 
someone  with  a  "  cranky,"  touchy,  irrit- 
able disposition.  There  are  those  who 
would  excuse  the  fault  as  a  family  trait  or 
weakness.  It  cannot  be  dismissed  so  easily. 
The  ingredients  of  ill  temper  are  made  up 
of  jealousy,  envy,  anger,  conceit,  harsh- 
ness, cruelty,  and  unkindness.  Each  ele- 
ment is  a  vice  within  itself,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing misery,  laying  waste  to  homes,  ruin- 
ing cherished  relationships,  embittering  life, 
and  generating  disunity.  To  put  hatred 
into  the  world,  is  to  plant  the  seeds  of  re- 
venge, the  spirit  of  which  is  retaliation  and 
reprisal.  Such  an  attitude  can  never  be  ex- 
pected to  produce  other  than  malice. 

We  have  just  emerged  from  one  of  the 
most  devastating  conflicts  ever  waged.  It 
the  causes  for  this  recent  combat  were  en- 
umerated, it  would  be  found  that  all  of 
those  elements  which  made  up  ill  temper 
would  be  listed. 

We  Ciumot  live  in  total  isolation,  there- 
fore we  should  be  conscious  of  the  influence 
our  behaviour  will  have  upon  our  associates. 
This  is  pne  of  life's  most  serious  responsi- 
bilities. 

Each  of  us  is  a  ruler  over  our  own  mind. 
Whatever  we  give  our  attention  to  is  tlie 
thing  that  will  govern  us.  We  select  our 
thoughts,  make  our  decisions,  and  are  re- 
sponsible.  for  our  reaction  to  emotion.  If 
in  our  thinking  we  give  place  to  the  ugly 
and  sordid,  it  is  bound  to  find  expression, 
while  on  the  other  hand,  if  our  thoughts  are 
elevated   to   the   joyful   and   sublime,    then 


134 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER. 


November,  1946. 


those  qualities  will  be  reflected  in  our  lives. 
"...  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall 
he  also  reap."  (Gal.  6:   7.) 

If  an  inventory  could  be  taken  each  day 
of  the  number  of  those  offended,  it  would 
be  shocking.  Unkind  words  will  be  spoken 
to-day  that  will  produce  bitterness  and  ill 
feeling  that  will  endure  for  a  lifetime.  "  A 
soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath :  but  griev- 
ous words  stir  up  anger."  (Prov.  15:  1.) 
When  Paul  analysed  the  principle  of  love 
when  writing  to  the  saints  at  Corinth,  he 
set  forth  those  elements  which  were  indis- 
pensable in  its  operation;  patience,  kind- 
ness, generosity,  humility,  courtesy,  un- 
selfishness, good  temper,  guilelessness,  and 
sincerity.  His  entire  analysis  is  centred 
around  good  temper.  It  ".  .  .  is  not  easily 
provoked."  (I  Cor.  13:  5.)  It  is  the  key  to 
the  successful  operation  of  all  the  other 
virtues. 

In  conclusion  let  us  consider  the  words  of 
Jesus  and  strive  to  avert  the  evils  of  ill 
temper  with  full  intent  for  higher  regard 
for  our  fellow  men.  "  But  I  say  unto  you, 
That  whosoever  is  angry  with  his  brother 
without  a  cause  shall  be  in  danger  of  the 
judgment :  and  whosoever  shall  say  to  his 
brother,  Raca,  shall  be  in  danger  of  the 
council :  but  whosoever  shall  say,  Thou  fool, 
shall  be  in  danger  of  hell  fire."  (Matt.  5: 
22.) 

From  The  Tmprovenient  Era. 

Meet  The  Elders. — From  page  126. 
Church  organisation.  He  is  happy  for  the 
opportunity  of  serving  in  the  South  African 
Mission  and  enjoys  the  friendship  of  the 
people  he  has  met  here.  He  thanks  the 
Lord  for  the  opportunity  of  going  on  this 
mission  and  prays  that  the  Lord  will  help 
him  in  spreading  this  restored  Gospel.  He 
prays  that  the  hearts  of  the  people  will  be 
softened  that  they  may  realise  the  truthful- 
ness of  the  Gospel  message. 

ELDER  DEAN  BERLIN. 

Elder  Dean  Berlin  was  privileged  to  enter 
his  second  estate  about  24  years  ago  through 
two  of  the  most  choice,  humble,  lovely, 
kind,  considerate  and  all  sacrificing  em- 
bodied spirits  dwelling  upon  the  earth. 
These  (jod  fearing  people  dwell  in  the  "Pro- 
mised Land,"  the  Zion  of  Zions,  namely 
Ogden,  Utah. 


Evidently  his  parents  thought  they  had 
something  extra  special,  for  they  named 
him  ]3ean  which  denotes  someone  of  im- 
portance ecclesiastically,  educationally  and 

religiously. 

Elder  Berlin  graduated  from  Ogden  High 
School  in  1940  and  then  worked  his  way 
through  one  year  of  schooling  at  Weber 
College.  Then  during  the  unstable  war  con- 
ditions with  the  boom  of  the  cannon  came 
also  the  boom  of  labour.  Civil  Service  was 
the  rage  and  he  was  employed  for  14  m'onths 
at  Ogden  Air  Service  Command  until  Uncle 
Sam  said  he  was  the  only  person  that  could 
fill  the  job  he  had  in  mind. 

Elder  Berlin  served  over  three  years  in 
the  U.S.  Army,  of  which  27  months  were 
served  in  India,  and  there  amidst  the 
heathens,  did  this  "  Mormon  "  boy  humble 
himself  and  rekindle  and  bring  to  life  a 
slumbering  testimony  of  the  divinity  of  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  with  the  truth 
came  the  desire  to  go  on  a  mission,  and 
that  desire  became  so  strong  that  it  became 
a  must  in  his  extra-curricular  activities  if 
the  Lord  could  deem  him  an  eligible  can- 
didate. 

Within  his  heart  Elder  Berlin  said,  "  I'll 
go  where  you  want  me  to  go,  dear  Lord, 
but  please  don't  send  me  back  to  India." 
And  the  Lord  did  have  compassion  on  hirh, 
for  here  is  the  "  land  of  plenty." 

In  Elder  Berlin's  farewell  speech  at  the 
13th  Ward,  he  said,  "  Many  people  look  so 
bewildered  when  I  tell  them  that  I  am 
going  to  South  Africa,  and  immediately  try 
to  console  me  by  giving  me  their  sympathy. 
I  need  none  of  their  sympathy.  I  have 
talked  with  Brother  Martin  and  Brother 
Foulger  and  other  returned  missionaries 
from  South  Africa,  and  unlike  most  mis- 
sionaries who  have  to  labour  in  a  mission  to 
testify  that  theirs  is  the  best  mission  in  the 
world,  perhaps  I  have  been  propagandised 
and  have  a  biased  opinion,  but  I  believe 
sincerely  before  entering  into  this  mission  to 
labour  that  I  am  going  to  the  best  mission 
in  the  world." 

Sister  Van  Winkle  and  Brother  Samuel 

Martin,   who  are  former  citizens  of   South 

Africa,   send  their  love  to  all,   and  so  also 

does  Brother  Albert  Foulger,  President  Fol- 

(Continued  on  page  135.) 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


riUNSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

t       •  Norman  G.  Muir,  President, 
•    119,  Kitchener  Avenue,   Bez  Valley, 

Johannesburg. 
Transvaal  district  conference  was  hold 
October  27th  and  during  the  week  following 
meetings  were  held  in  the  various  branches 
of  the  district.  More  details  of  these  meet- 
ings'will  appear  in  the  next  issue. 

Ih'other  and  Sister  Norman  G.  Muir  an- 
nounce the  marriage  of  their  daughter 
Norma  to  Brother  Fred  Ninnow.  The  mar- 
riage took  place  at  Ramah,  Friday,  October 
2r)tli.  We  extend  our  hearty  congratula- 
tions and  best  wishes  for  a  long  happy  life 
together. 

We  wish  to  announce  also  the  engage- 
ment of  Sister  Bea  Potgieter  and  Deryck 
V.  Vice  of  the  Liahona  Branch. 

In  Springs  two  fine  baby  boys  were  born. 
One  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Johan  Stemmet  and  the  other  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Reaford  Futter. 

During  the  month  Brother  and  Sister 
Brun-uner  and  family  with  Brother  Vol- 
schenk  held  a  line  Sacrament  Service  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  family  in  Ver- 
eeniging. 

Sister  Edna  Kewney  of  Krugersdorp  has 
returned  from  a  holiday  in  Durban. 

Brother  Norman  G.  Muir  and  Williain 
H.  Bvummer  held  a  very  interesting  meet- 
ing in  the  house  of  Brother  Lewis  Joubert 
of  Edenvale.  Twenty-three  members  of  the 
branch  were  in  attendance. 

Durban  Branch. 

Lewis  Duncan,  President, 
187,  Montpelier  Road. 

Brother  Harry  Spear  has  been  released 
from  hospital  and  is  greatly  improved. 

During  the  month  the  infant  son  of  ^Ir. 
and  Sister  C.  J.  Wiblin  was  blessed  and 
named  Alvin  Lindsay  Wiblin  by  ISrother 
Lewis  Duncan.  ^Vlso  the  infant  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Van  Eck  was  blessed 
by  Brother  Duncan  and  given  the  name  of 
Hondrina. 

Garanda  Duncan  had  the  misfortune  of 
falling  from  a  swing  and  breaking  her  arm. 


She   has,    however,    fully   recovered   and    is 

well  agahi. 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch. 

Robert  K.  F.  DoUer,  President, 
18,  Caithness  Rd.,  Walmer,  Port  Elizabeth. 

The  members  of  the  branch  spent  a  de- 
lightful social  evening  in  aid  of  the  Sunday 
Schocjl  Christmas  Tree  Fund.  Twenty-five 
members  and  friends  were  in  attendance. 

Brother  Lewis  Duncan,  of  Durban,  was 
a  visitor  and  speaker  at  our  Sunday  evening 
service. 

Sister  Applebee,  of  Durban,  is  visiting 
with  her  son  in  Mount  Pleasant. 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Dan  Cherrett,  President, 
14,  Serpentine  Road,  Pinelands. 

During  the  month  the  District  Presidency 
held  a  meeting  in  the  home  of  the  Van 
Zyls,  in  Hermanns.  I'hey  blessed  and 
named  their  infant  son  Johannes. 

The  marriage  of  Sister  Rina  Gouws  and 
Dennis  Lee  Dawson  will  take  place  at 
Cumorah,  23rd  November,  President  June 
B.  Sharp  othciating. 

Ethel  M.  Ryan  and  George  Tarr  an- 
nounce their  engagement.  Our  very  best 
wishes. 

Siniday  evening,  October  20th,  the  five 
missionaries  were  the  speakers  at  the  Sacra- 
ment Meeting.  A  very  excellent  attend- 
ance was  had  and  a  fine  spirit  pervaded 
throughout  the  meeting. 

Meet  the  Elders From  page  Vi-i. 

land  and   family  and  Brother  Theo  Martin 
and  others. 

Webster  detines  sincerity  as  that  which  is 
being  in  reality  what  it  appears  to  be, 
honest,    upright    and   free   from    hypocricy, 

Elder  Berlin  wants  the  saints  to  know 
that  he  believes  they  are  in  reality  what 
they  appear  to  be — honest,  upright  and  free 
from  hypocricy.  His  greatest  desii-e  is  to 
bring  souls  the  true  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
He  does  not  want  to  convert  anyone.  He 
wants  them  to  convert  themselves.  "  And 
ye  shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth  shall 
make  vou  free." 
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Blessings  Through  Obedience 


"  And  unto  every  Kingdom  is  given  a 
law,  and  unto  every  law  there  are  certain 
bounds  and  conditions. 

'■  All  beings  who  abide  not  in  these  con- 
ditions are  not  justified." 

Doc.  and  Cov.  88:  38-89. 

THIS  condition  indicates  that  the  world 
wo  live  in  is  a  place  of  law  and  order. 
J  know  that  by  obeying  the  laws  of  this 
truth  1  am  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
allowed  to  law-abiding  citizens. 

If  obeying  our  earthly  government  is  im- 
portant, I  think  obeying  the  laws  of  a 
Divine  government  is  of  great  importance 
too. 

One  of  the  first  principles  of  the  Gospel 
is  baptism  and  having  obeyed  this  law,  1 
am  given  a  v6ry  wonderful  gift,  that  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  If  I  do  my  part  I  know  the 
Holy  Ghost  will  be  my  comforter  and 
teacher. 

Parley  P.  Pratt  says  this  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  "  It  is  marrow  to  the  bone,  joy  to 
the  heart,  light  to  the  eyes,  music  to  the 
ears  and  life  to  the  whole  being." 

By  allowing  the  Holy  Ghost  to  be  my 
guide  and  by  doing  my  best  to  live  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  I  know  that  I  shall  be 
rewarded  by  all  the  blessings  God  has  pro- 
mised. I  shall  gain  the  much  sought  after 
Health,  Wealth  and  Happiness. 

The  Word  of  Wisdom  promises  me  health, 
it  was  not  originally  given  as  a  command- 
ment, but  it  is  God's  wish  that  it  be  obeyed 
and  if  I  obey -this  principle  with  promise,  I 
shall  receive  health  in  my  navel  and  marrow 
to  my  bones ;  and  shall  find  wisdom  and 
great  treasures  of  knowledge;  and  shall  run 
and  not  be  weary  and  shall  walk  and  not 
faint ! 

I  shall  gain  wealth,  not  financially  but  a 
wealth  of  knowledge  and  understanding  due 
to  studying  the  Gospel,  and  by  attending 
the  Church  services. 

The  learning  I  strive  to  gain  on  this  earth 
is  one  thing  I  can  take  with  me  when  I  die. 

To  gain  happiness?  Brigham  Young  has 
said  it  is  very  simple.  All  Latter  Day  Saints 
have  to  do  is  live  their  religion. 


I  know  that  I  can  gain  happiness  if  I 
pay  my  tithing,  paying  a  tenth  of  what  1 
earn  to  God.  This  is  a  commandment ! 
How  can  I  help  but  feel  happy,  knowing 
that  I  am  a  partner  in  the  noble  enterprises 
of  the  Church  ? 

Living  my  religion  calls  for  service  to  my 
fellowmen,  being  humble,  supporting  those 
in  authority,  being  as  regular  in  my  Church 
attendance  as  I  possibly  can,  by  performing 
the  duties  I'm  called  upon  to  do,  and  by 
honouring  and  serving  God.    • 

God  has  said  of  those  who  delight  to 
honour  Him. 

Great  shall  be  their  reward  and  eternal 
shall  be  their  glory." 

This  is  the  reward  I  shall  receive  if  I 
live  the  laws  of  God. 

What  greater  reward  can  I  ask  for  than 
to  gain  the  Highest  Glory  to  which  anyone 
can  aspire,  the  glory  which  has  been  likened 
to  the  brightness  of  the  sun? 

What  greater  glory  can  I  ask  for  than 
to  live  eternally  in  the  presence  of  God? 

LOEAINE  BIBB. 


□  □ 


For  by  the  power  of  my  Spirit  created  I 
them  (men);  yea,  all  things  both  spiritual 
and  temporal — 

First  spiritual,  secondly  temporal,  which 
is  the  beginning  of  my  work;  and  again, 
first  temporal,  and  secondly  spiritual,  which 
is  the  last  of  my. .work — 

Speaking  unto  you  that  you  may 
naturally  understand;  but  unto  myself  my 
works  have  no  end,  neither  beginning;  but 
it  is  given  unto  you  that  ye  may  under- 
stand, because  ye  have  asked  it  of  me  and 
are  agreed. 

Wherefore,  verily  I  say  unto  you  that  all 
tilings  unto  me  are  spiritual,  and  not  at 
any  time  have  I  given  unto  you  a  law  which 
was  temporal;  neither  any  man,  nor  the 
children  of  men  ;  neither  Adam,  your  father, 
whom  I  created. 

D.  and  C.  29:31-34. 
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